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State laboratories striving to pin down
worrisome, elusive PCB threat to water -

1 By Judy Katz

Because of wide fluctuations in early
test results, state officials say it is too
soon to label either of two natural under-
ground reservoirs — one in Pittsfield and

one in Lenox Dale — unfit for drinking -

water.

_ But figures newly made public by state
officials confirm what 'readers of The
Eagle already know: the results so far
are not encouraging. ) :

Tests were performed this year on
groundwater that had been Imled in 1974
as a 40-year smplyofd'irkmghaterfor
Pittsfield and on three wells offered by
the Schweitzer Division of Kimberly-
Clark Corp. to the town of Lenox as a
stopgap water supply. They revealed lev-
els of polychlorinated biphenyls (PEBs)

well above !na;imum in federal drink-

ing-water guidelines.

mgGeorge J. Coogan, head of water sup-

plies for the state Department of Envi-
h . e ped)

Quality Engineering,
__Wednesday that Pittsfield’s ater

area near Brattlebrook Park showed 3.5
parts per million (ppm) of PCBs when
tested by the in March.
When retested in June, the water showed
less than 1 ppm of the potentially cancer-
Giving the Lenox Dale results from
memory, Coogan said the single test con-
ducted there showed about 4 ppm in one
well, 2 ppm in a second, and ‘‘somewhat
less” in a third. ! !
Present federal Environmental Protec-

VEIAgencygtﬁdelinesplacealmer

billion limit on PCBs in drinking water,
which is one-thousandth of one part per
million. The Lenox Dale results of 2 ppm
and 4 ppm are, respectively, 2,000 and
4,000 times the allowable maximum of

-of the EPA’s

water supplies branch for the region,

pointed out.
The guidelines, which will stand until
new, EPA drinking water standards are

. set some time in the future, are low,
~ Taylor said, because ‘the average daily

exposure to PCBs from food, principally
fish, is 8 to 10 mi ** nationwide.
“If you get much above 1 part per billion
(f water), that could add 30 to 40
percent to the daily load.”

One part per billion is also about the
lowest detectible amount using present

instruments, he said.

“We don’t know what the longterm ef-
fects (of PCBs) on people may turn out
to be,” he said. “It's more disturbing
when we’re dealing with an unknown.”

Coogan said Angelo lantosca, the state

i environmental mgm!ﬂ‘ is
ready to retest the Pittsfield water as
soon as the city department
pumps up enough water in the test well.

But Iantosca has ordered that no fur-
ther results be made public until the en-
tire series — which may take a year —
is complete. <

Assistant environmental enginger Pe-
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zlchuckyexp:ﬁ:::;mbhck _say'iﬂ:sglmmncyﬂ\lme’ampiy :
: ﬁl;l:rdsaidmtvhﬁhmm'* runs from Dalton to Lee. PCBS from GE,
zlm may show variations in test re-

contain mistakes. To say now, “Your fu-  tis- prgblen uderseoves.the Tact that,
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ture water supply is shot’ — people will as'l‘nlor development and  Well.”" he said, which is downstream of
panic.” : oy o o wats arcer 3 oot 'a  the landfill but upstream of GE. “But it
About one gallon is used for each test  gjence—it's an art—or an inexact sci- Would definitely affect the Schweitzer
o o g b ™I the Landfill is identified

a y you find is identified as a source
PCBS in one gallon of water. Any sampl- 10" oot romeonie the nowsuspecs O PCBS. Taylor said, 1t woud be dif
ing should be done over.a peri- e reaerihy cult to correct. But if one were able to
od of time.” “Hnﬁwdmﬂkw" remove that (contaminated) waste, the
Walter Snrtzmhu'smemmer said. “It depends on the geology. A water supply wwld'__gxﬁnlly become
working directly on the testing program dense clay layer could spare the aquifer free of contamination. )
said individual test results would be (c)lection area for underground water) ~_The self-cleaning process might take
“made available,” unofficially, to any if\ho PCBs are.coming from the dump several years in groundwater, he said.
town under pressure to use a specific Swartz said it would be some time be-
water supply. L w fore other con ies in the
Lenox had been under pressure to de- Pittsfleld Musicipal Landfill s - ousonic River be tested
clde whether 1o wee the Sthueltamr wells, i 11 o bl Landfill &8 for PCBs. :
and Lenox water consultants Whitman &  Taylor and in discussing the Extensive tests of the basin arg under
Howard responded last week that the de- Pittsfield test results, mentioned reports ~ Wa¥ in cooperation with the state of
partment had “‘definitely ruled out” use - that wastes from “industrial estab- PCBs found in fish in
of the Schweitzer wells. lishments that used PCBs” had been dis-  the Housatonic had caused concern
mm&mm recom- posedofmgnhmm. 2 ;s;m;-mew;gk,gm
mendations a and reservoir General Electric Co. is the only known . sediment
constructed either at Pleasant Valley source of PCBs first stage, landfill areas in the second

S An exception is bei
“Right now,” Swartz said, “‘any trace sﬂn\ﬁ:lforq)emhdlr-ﬁonmn of the Pittsfield and Lenox Dale wells
of PCBs rules out a water supply.’ But chemical, widely used for dec-  because those were being actively con-
M said a year would be a rea-  ades before its began to be rec-  sidered as water i
sonable length of time for obtaining a  ognized, is ined in a variety of com- Asked if it was ble that tests
*preliminary indication” of the con- products, many of them might reveal that all Housatonic basin
in landfills when they

li mon
firmed condition of a groundwater area. ellg:

out.  groundwater contains PCBs, Coogan said
“If we came up with excess amounts -

only, ““That would be a hell of a note.”



